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2006 Schedule
Green vs. Gold Green 19 Gold

at Fullerton Open................ N/S
*at Cal State Fullerton.27-14 W
at Las Vegas Invitational ..... 7th
*Portland State............ 39-6 W

Dana College ................ 41-3 W
at Nebraska ....... L21-19 W
at [owa State. ................. 26-18 L

FOTEZOM vocsreessecssesssesss 20-15 W
*Oregon State................27-9 L

Purdue......cccceeeeeeeeeneee 29-10 W
*Boise State ...ccceeeeeeee. 24-14 W
at Oklahoma State .......... 36-8 L
at Oklahoma ...... .36-8 L
*Arizona State............25-22 L,

at Cal State Bakersfield 26-19 L
at All Calif. Tnmt................. 4th
at Fresno State .............. 28-19 L
San Francisco State ""23813 W

a.m.

Mar. 16-18... NCAA Tnmt. at Oklahoma St

9 a.m.

*Pacific-10 Conference Match
Home games in bold
All times Pacific

2005-06 Pac-10 Conference Rankings

Team

1. Arizona State
2. Cal Poly

3. Oregon State
4. Boise State

Individuals

125 - Chad Mendes-2nd
133 - Darrell Vasquez- 2nd
141 - David Roberts- 3rd
149 - Jeff Owens - 3rd

5. Stanford

6. Oregon

7. UC Davis

8. CS Bakersfield
9. CS Fullerton
10. Portland State

157 - Ryan Williams - 6th
174 - Nick Hernandez - 5th
184 - Ryan Halsey - 3rd
197 - Matt Monteiro - 2nd
HVY- Arturo Basulto - 6th

Mustangs Prepare for Pac-10 Championships

No. 20 Cal Poly Ready to Make Run at Conference Title

Mustang wrestling fans have been left to wonder all season just how good the
2006 Mustangs could be with a full and healthy lineup, and at the perfect moment
those questions will be answered as Cal Poly takes a three-match win streak into the
Pac-10 championships this weekend with No. 11 Chad Mendes (125) and No. 12 Matt
Monteiro (197) back in action. The Mustangs are also equipped with No. 5 Darrell
Vasquez, who has yet to lose a Pac-10 match this season, No. 17 Ryan Halsey, who
seems to be becoming more dominant every time he steps on the mat and Jeff Owens
(149) who has made a habit of beating No. 1 ranked Pac-10 wrestlers this season.

Add a handful of Mustangs like David Roberts (141), Robb Maxwell (165) and Nick
Hernandez (174), who are more than capable of putting together a string of upsets and
the idea of Cal Poly leaving Stanford with a Pac-10 championship does not seem too
far fetched.

At 125 pounds the Mustangs bring No. 11 Chad Mendes to Stanford. Mendes
began the season as expected, dominating at times, and unbeatable at others. Mendes
began the season ranked as high as eighth in the InterMat national poll. He easily won
the Fullerton Open, not facing a challenge until the championship round. He went on
to compete in the Cliff Keen/Las Vegas Invitational where the 2005 NCAA Qualifier
rolled through the first day, accumulating four wins and not being challenged by any-
one. He eventually was narrowly defeated by No. 4 Troy Nickerson, 9-4, and went on
to win two more matches to take third place. Mendes has gone on to putting together
a 14-2 record, with his only other loss coming to No. 9 Paul Donahoe of Nebraska,
in overtime, 7-6, when Donahoe was awarded a penalty point for stalling. He has
defeated Pac-10 foe and nationally ranked Tanner Gardner of Stanford twice in 2006.
He has not wrestled since Jan. 14, against Boise State where he injured his leg in a win
over Cory Fish. He is 1-0 in the Pac-10, is ranked No. 2 in the conference, and No.
12 nationally. Mendes toughest challenge will come from Jeremy Mendoza of Arizona
State. The two have not faced in 2006 as Mendes sat out the Arizona State/Cal Poly
dual match.

At 133 pounds Cal Poly has the No. 5 ranked wrestler in the country in Darrell
Vasquez. Vasquez has become the most notable Mustang in 2006, as he was ranked
as high as third in the country after being invited to the NWCA All Star Classic and
defeating No. 3 Mack Reiter of Minnesota, 6-3 for his first win of the season. Vasquez
has gone on to a stellar 18-2 record in 2006 with his only two defeats coming to No.
12 Scott Jorgenson of Boise State, 6-5 , and 2005 NCAA Qualifier, No. 3 Nat Morgan
of Oklahoma State in overtime, 6-4. Vasquez was on his way avenging his loss to his
Pac-10 rival Jorgenson in the Boise State, Cal Poly Pac-10 dual match, as Vasquez
jumped out to an early 6-0 lead, before Jorgenson bowed out due to injury. He is cur-
rently ranked No. 5 in the country according to both InterMat and W.L.N. magazine,
and is No. 2 in the Pac-10. He is undefeated in Pac-10 competition, with a 5-0 record.
Vasquez has won three matches by pinfall, one by technical fall and six by major deci-
sion.

At 141 pounds, the Mustangs will send David Roberts to Stanford. Roberts has
been the biggest surprise of 2006, beginning the season as back up to 2005 Pac-10 run-
ner-up, Steve Esparza. Roberts took Esparza’s spot officially after winning a down to
the wire overtime match against 2005 NCAA Qualifier, No. 19 Dominick Moyer, 6-4,
helping the Mustangs defeat No. 4 Nebraska, 21-19, in one of the biggest wins in Cal
Poly Wrestling history. Roberts has gone onto put together an overall record of 14-4 in
2006 with a 6-2 record in the Pac-10. Two of his four losses have come to No. 2 Teyon
Ware of Oklahoma and No. 7, Derek Moore of UC Davis. He is a perfect 3-0 when he
has wrestled into overtime, has won three matches by pinfall, one by technical fall and
three by major decision. He is ranked third in the conference.

At 149 pounds Cal Poly has Jeff Owens. Owens came into 2006 with something
to prove after a stellar 17-15 campaign in 2005 and a fourth place finish in the Pac-10
championships, the Nipomo native was passed over for the at-large bid into the NCAA
Championships. Owens has put together a 19-7 record, second on the team with wins
and has been ranked as high as No. 18 in the country by InterMat wrestling. He
finished second in the Fullerton Open and won two impressive matches in the Cliff
Keen/Las Vegas Invitational. Owens has defeated Tyler Sherfey of Boise State and
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Pat Payne of Arizona State, who were both ranked No. 1 in the Pac-10 at the time. Ina
weight class that is shaping up to be the most competitive in the conference, Owens has
put together a record of 6-2, only losing to nationally ranked Anthony Baza and unde-
feated in conference, Josh Zupancic, 8-7. Owens is currently ranked third in the Pac-10
and No. 21 in the country.

At 157, Cal Poly will bring Ryan Williams. The University of Missouri transfer has
had an up and down 2005-06 season, beginning the season winning six out of his first
seven matches, then going on to losing 14 out of the next 15. But they say it is not how
you begin, but how you finish, as Williams is currently riding a four-match win streak
going to the Pac-10 championships including a win by major decision over Pac-10 foe,
Daniel Atondo, 14-5 and a pinfall victory over Jeff Johnson of San Francisco State. He
placed fourth in the Fullerton Open, losing to Scott Loescher of Stanford twice in the
tournament. He participated in the Cliff Keen/Las Vegas Invitational, winning one match
over Tanner Cowen of Utah Valley. He has won three-straight matches against Pac-10
conference teams, including wins over Atondo, Jon Clark of UC Davis and avenging his
two losses to Loescher. He has an overall record of 11-14 and is 3-4 in conference dual
meets.

At 165, Cal Poly has Robb Maxwell. In his first year as a starter for the Mustangs,
Maxwell has endured triumph and heart break, as he has loss a handful of close matches
to highly touted competitors. He has lost five matches to wrestlers ranked in the top 20,
none by more than five points, including Travis Paulson of lowa State, 6-1, Jarrod King
of Oklahoma, 6-2, Pat Pitsch of Arizona State, 4-3, Marc Harwood of Nebraska, 6-3, and
Ray Blake of Stanford, 11-9. Maxwell had Pitsch beat, but was taken down with less
then five seconds to go to lose. Against Blake, Maxwell did not give up the final take-
down until there were 10 seconds left on the clock until sudden victory overtime. Despite
the narrow losses, Maxwell has put together a record of 15-12 overall and 3-4 in Pac-10
dual meets. With Maxwell nearly seconds away from a handful of giant upsets, he may
be the dark horse at 165 in the Pac-10 championships.

At 174, Cal Poly will send Nick Hernandez. Hernandez has had a break out red shirt
freshman season, filling in for injured Yuri Kalika early in the season. In just his first
year as a starter, Hernandez has moved up a weight class from 165, to put together an im-
pressive, 14-6 overall record including a 6-2 Pac-10 record at 174. One of his two Pac-10
losses came by a narrow 9-7 sudden victory overtime loss to Pac-10 No. 1 ranked Jeremy
Larson of Oregon State. He owns an impressive win over the No. 3 ranked wrestler in
Pac-10, Christian Arellano, 7-4 at the Fullerton Open, Nov. 19, where he finished fifth
overall. He almost upset the No. 5 ranked wrestler in the country, losing 7-4 to Jacob
Klein of Nebraska on Dec. 17. Hernandez is ranked fifth in the Pac-10 and is currently
riding a six-match win streak, which includes three wins by major decision, one win by
pinfall and four-straight Pac-10 dual meet wins.

At 184, Cal Poly sends No. 12 Ryan Halsey. After missing the first month of the
season, Halsey has come on strong to lead the Mustangs in wins, with 20. Five of his six
losses have come to top-10 wrestlers in the country, including No. 6 Kurt Backus, who
Halsey later pinned in the Midland tournament, avenging his loss. He finished fourth in
the Midland tournament, as well as finishing first in the Fullerton Open, where he domi-
nated the competition, winning two matches by pinfall, and two matches by shut out. He
has a 20-6 overall record and is 6-1 in the Pac-10. His 20 wins marks the fourth-straight
season Halsey has eclipsed the 20 win mark as a Mustang. He leads the team with nine
wins by pinfall. He is currently ranked 12th in the country according to W.I.N maga-
zine and is ranked 3rd in the Pac-10. He has already won a Pac-10 championship in his
freshman year, and has finished runner-up once as well. Halsey seems to be peaking at
the right time as he has won seven out of his last eight matches, with three of those wins
coming by pinfall.

At 197, Cal Poly welcomes back No. 12 Matt Monteiro. Monteiro was off to blister-
ing, 15-2 start in 2005-06, losing only to No. 13 Ryan Goodman of NC State, 8-4 and No.
8 Ryan Bader of Arizona State, 8-3 in the Cliff Keen/Las Vegas Invitational, where he
eventually finished fourth, stacking together impressive major decision wins over No. 15
Nat Moore of Purdue, 10-1 and No. 19 Darren Burns of UNC Greensboro, 16-5. He won
the Fullerton Open in dominant fashion, pinning all four of his opponents in less than
two minutes including CB Dolloway of Arizona State who is ranked 14th in the country
at 184 pounds. He has an overall record of 16-3. including six wins by pinfall, four wins
by technical fall and four wins by major decision. He has had one match since returning
from injury, defeating Elliot Kelly of UC Davis, 7-1. He has a 2-1 record in the Pac-10
with his only loss coming by injury default. Monteiro is ranked 12th in the country and
second in the Pac-10.

At the heavyweight spot Cal Poly will send Arturo Basulto. Basulto has had a strong
2005-06 season, dominating at times, winning seven of his 17 matches by pinfall. The
battle tested Basulto faced a tough stretch in midseason where he wrestled against three
of the top five heavyweights in the country, three matches in a row. He competed in the
Fullerton Open where he captured fourth place, winning three matches by pinfall. He
also competed strongly in the Cliff Keen/Las Vegas Invitational, winning three matches
before dropping out of the tournament due to injury. He has a 17-12 overall record
including a 4-5 Pac-10 record. He is ranked sixth in the Pac-10.

The Pac-10 Championships begin Sunday, Feb. 26 and run through Monday, Feb 27
at Stanford University starting at 11 a.m. Sunday. The NCAA Championships will begin
March 16 and run through the 18th at Oklahoma State University.

. 2005-06 Quick Facts
Location: San Luis Obispo, CA
Founded: 1901
Enrollment: 18,400
President: Dr. Warren J. Baker
Director of Athletics: Alison Cone
Senior Associate A.D.: Phil Webb
Athletic Dept. Phone: (805) 756-2924
Nickname: Mustangs
Colors: Green & Gold
Affiliation: NCAA Division I
Conference: Pacific-10
Ticket Office: (805) 756-5806
Cal Poly Radio Affiliate: KXTY 99.7 FM

Mott Gym
Date Opened: 1960

Capacity:3,032
Press Box Phone: (805) 756-6751

Coaching Staff
Head Coach: John Azevedo(Bakersfield ‘81)

Record at Cal Poly: 23-27 (3 years)
Career Record: 23-27 (3 years)
Azevedo’s E-Mail: jvazeved @calpoly.edu
Assistant Coaches: Matt Azevedo

Joe Heskett

Team Information

2006 Overall Record: 10-7
2006 Pac-10 Record: 6-3
2006 Postseason: N/A
Letterwinners returning/Lost: 13/15
Starters Returning/Lost: 5/5
Newcomers/Redshirts Returning: 15/6
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